the   gates   of paradise for me,"  he   shouted.

Nearly all the inhabitants of Afghanistan
are orthodox Sunnites, of the same Moham-
medan sect to which the King of Irak, and his
brother rulers of the Hedjaz and Transjordania
belong. According to Afghan tradition, a few
years after the inspired camel-driver of Mecca
fled to Medina and began to preach in that city,
the Afghans sent a delegation to Arabia to
investigate the new religion. The members of
the delegation, headed by a wise man named
Kais, from whom all modern Afghans claim
descent, were promptly converted. Upon their
return to Afghanistan, they won over their
fellow-countrymen to the new faith.

It was nearing noon when we came in sight
of Dakka, a walled town on the banks of the
Kabul River. Several hundred yards outside
the wall, and almost ready to topple over the
brink into the swirling water, was a semi-
European looking building made of mud. From
its roof a flag was flying. Now the design of the
royal coat-of-arms and official seal of the Afghan
Government consists of the dome and the two
minarets of a mosque,, with the Mohammedan
pulpit in the centre, a banner on each side, and
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